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 DOWNEND AND BROMLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES: FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB COMMITTEE  

 
ONLINE MEETING HELD ON 

11 January 2021, 10am 
Present: 
Committee members:- Councillors Janet Biggin, Sheila Ottewell, Colin Ogden 
Matt Pitts and Raj Sood.  
Officer:- Angela Hocking  
 

Please Note - All items detailed below are recommendations from the Finance & 
General Purposes Sub Committee, for authorisation by a meeting of Full Council. 

 
1. Apologies for absence  
 
None received.  
 

     2. Request for Dispensations  
 
 Received from Cllr Colin Ogden re. Downend Men in Sheds.  
 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held 5 November 2020 
 
The Minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chair.  
 
4. Matters Arising  
 

- Christmas lighting – Members are aware that the lighting needs to be reviewed in 
readiness for Christmas 2021. It is proposed to set up a working group at the next 
meeting of Full Council. 

- VAT presentation – To be arranged in the coming months. 
 
5.  NALC/ALCA Subscription 
 
As a guide, for the year 2021/22 the annual subscription is anticipated to be £1,577.73. This is 
made up of the NALC portion of £756.02 and the ALCA portion of £821.71. NOTED. 
 
6. South Gloucestershire Council Localism Contract 
 
The current contract with SGC is due to renewal from April 2021. Charges have been re-
evaluated and an illustration of costs has been received totalling £10,257.50. NOTED. 
 

AGREED that the clerk signs the new Agreement for the provision of services and 
returns the same to South Glos Council. 

 
7. Pavilion closure – request for reopening and/or reduction in charges 
 
Clerk has been informed that a lot of footballers are using the toilets to get changed for 
matches. As such, a request for reopening the pavilion has been put forward or the expectation 
is to receive a reduction to the fees paid. 
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 AGREED that the pavilion remains closed.  
 

AGREED not to reduce the hire charges as no price increases have been applied since 
September 2019. 

 
8. Printer supplies 
 
The printer for home use does not come with any spare cartridges. Clerk outlined the costs from 
HP direct to those received from Banner, the stationery company. 
 

AGREED to purchase new cartridges from Banner, as and when a message is received 
that the cartridges are running low. 

 
9. Supporting CPRE – The Countryside Charity 
 
A request for a donation has been received at a suggested level of £100 per annum. 
 

AGREED to send the Parish Council’s grant application form to CPRE in order that they 
apply in the usual way, for consideration by D&BH PC.  

 
10. Review donation to Food Bank 
 
£2,000 was donated to the Food Bank prior to Christmas and a diary note made to review this 
early in 2021. 
 
 AGREED to bring forward at the next F&GP Committee meeting in February.  

Cllr Ogden and Cllr Sood will visit the Foodbank in the meantime. 
 
11. Parish Council Reserves 
 
This matter has been requested to be a regular item on the agenda.  
 

NOTED that there have been no movement in Reserves. Total balance remains at 
£508,172.87. 

 
12. Payments for authorisation 
 
All invoices for payment were reviewed. 
 
 AGREED that payments are met. 
 

AGREED that the Clerk makes all necessary payments during January as full Council are 
not meeting until February. Payments will be reported back to the February Council 
meeting in the usual way. 

 
13. Any other business 
 

• Cllr Biggin reported a rumour that the local elections may be postponed. 
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• The Week In are offering free space on a regular basis to parish and town councils to 
publish their own news. They propose giving one full page (the Community Page) each 
week to a different parish council. Based on the number of authorities in the area, they 
estimate that each would feature on a quarterly basis. The space can be used to report 
on council meetings, advertise forthcoming meetings and events, highlight planning 
applications or important contact details for residents. 
 
AGREED to take up the offer and advise when the first contribution could be ready. 
 

• Downend Men in Sheds have submitted their accounts summary for 2020, which was 
NOTED. Clerk advised that she had also contacted Downend & Bromley Heath In Bloom 
for submission of their accounts. 
  

14. Date and time of next F&GP Committee meeting 
 
Virtual meeting on 11 February 2021 at 10am. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman:       Date: 


