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DOWNEND & BROMLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

          MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
      Thursday 17th October 2024 

 
Present: 
Members:  Councillors Janet Biggin, Dave Somers, Raj Sood, Mike Richards, Matt Pitts, Phil Abbott, Jacky 
Dockerty, Terry Meech, Steve Pick and Sam Burch    
Officers: Kevin Spratt, Christine Deniro 
 
Members of the public - None 
 
227.1 WELCOME 
 
Councillor Biggin welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
227.2 APOLOGIES 
 
Received from the Police. 
Received from Cllr Ben Burton. 
Cllr James Griffiths didn’t attend.  
 
 
227.3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Received from: 
Cllr Raj Sood (South Gloucestershire Councillor) 
Cllr Phil Abbott (Web Site) 
 
227.4 ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC - None 
 

 
227.5 ITEMS FROM THE POLICE - None 
 
 
227.6 APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD 19th September 2024 and 30th September 2024 
 

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 19th September 2024 and 30th  
September 2024 approved as a true and accurate record. These were subsequently signed by  
the Chairman.  
 

227.7 MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES 
 

227.7.1 Kind George V Pavilion - John Langdon (Project Manager) has requested an increase to his 
fee by 4.5% over the 2-year gap between submitting his cost and the project starting equating to 
£1,638.00. 
John has also requested to visit the Wernick factory to ensure the modules are delivered in the 
construction stage, he is prepared to do this for a fee of £938.00 Based on 450-mile round trip at 
45p per mile £202.50, 2x days travel and time equating to £480.00, overnight accommodation / 
meals / out of pocket expenses totalling £255.50. The Clerk has offered to make the visit to 
Wernick Factory to reduce expenses. 
 
ACTION –    

• All agreed to pay John Langdon’s increased fee of £1,638.00.  
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• All agreed for The Clerk to make the Wernick Factory visit. Clerk to arrange. 
 
227.7.2 Solicitors Update – We are still waiting for the draft deeds to be completed and signed. 
Once these have been completed, we will be able to make our first claim for the Football 
Foundation grant.  
 
ACTION – Noted 
 
227.7.3 Fire and Burglary Monitoring – Chubb have requested we have a minimum of 2 people on 
the call out list.  Currently the Parish doesn’t have a call out policy, Clerk shared Denmead and 
Rutland Parish Council’s policies.   
 
ACTION –  

• Clerk to put together a new Call Out policy. 

• All have agreed that the following people should be added to the call out list: Councillors 
Janet Biggin, Dave Somers, Raj Sood, Mike Richards, Matt Pitts, Phil Abbott, Terry Meech, 
and Sam Burch.  

• Clerk to contact absent Councillors to see if they wish to be added to the list. 
  

227.7.4 Version 7 Account with Wernick – Current account with Wernick show additions of 
£59,750.00 and omits of £49,234.60 a £10,525.40 extra spend. Parish has received a grant of 
£2,500 from the KGV Friends’ group towards the planting of trees at the new Pavilion. Councillors 
reviewed the breakdown for the most up to date accounts.  
 
ACTION – Noted 
 
227.7.5 Utilities – Currently there is no address at the Pavilion, so the Clerk is working with SGC and 
the Post Office to get this resolved. Clerk is working with WME to get the electric supply for the 
new Pavilion along with Ufibre to secure internet and phone lines. Original quote from BT came 
back over £400, Clerk managed to get this reduced to £99.95 however this is for a 5-year contact.   
 
ACTION – All agreed to go ahead with BT at £99.95 for the 5-year contract. 

 
227.7.6- Kitchen Equipment Quote - £4,786 for 1 fridge, 1 freezer, 40 chairs, 10 tables, 1 hot water 
urn, 1 kettle and 1 toaster. Still need to get quote for projector and office equipment.    
 
ACTION – Clerk to look at: 

o Alternative plastic only chairs – Geopack.co.uk 
o Wooden looking tables – gopak.co.uk 
o Boiling water supply direct from mains  
o Purchasing microwave  
o Buying all other agreed items for the Kitchen mentioned above 227.7.6 

 
227.8  URGENT ACTIONS 
  

227.8.1 Skatepark – Quarter 2 inspection report has come back with some repair works required to 
different areas of the Skatepark due to wear and tear. Quarter pip x 2 roll-in damaged concrete 
edges. Centre combination tarmac repairs required.   
 
ACTION – Clerk to obtain quotes for repair. 

 
227.8.2 In Bloom – In Bloom have requested for part of their annual grant from the Parish to go 
towards their water contract £2,200. They currently have £2,976 of their budget remaining. 
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 ACTION – All agreed to pay £2,200 towards their water cost.  
 
227.9 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES  
 

227.9.1 Payment of Accounts – See Appendix 1. 
 
RESOLVED – All payments authorised. 

 
227.9.2 Account balances – On 1st October 2024, the total of the Parish Council’s accounts where: - 
See Appendix 2  
   

Treasurers Account £ 310,399.43 
  Account 2    £ 747,836.89 
  Account 3   £ 33,381.69 

   Total   £ 1,091,618.01 
 

227.9.3 Recommendations from Committee meeting held on 10th October 2024:  
The following recommendations were put forward by the committee and subsequently voted on by 
Council:  
 

a) Agree Grant Mud Pie – Requested £2,000 finance committee recommends £250 grant. 
 
ACTION – All agreed to £250 grant. 
 

b) Roundabout Funding Request – A request for £10k has been received, to replant the flowers on 
the roundabout on A432 outside the Horseshoe Pub. Clerk has shared breakdown of these costs. 

 
ACTION – All agreed to pay £10k. 
 

c) Caretaker advert – Councillors reviewed the advert and agreed to post in the Downend Voice, 
noticeboards and online social media. Staffing committee to meet to agree job description and pay. 
We have had 1 applicant express interest in the role.  

 
Action – Clerk to arrange meeting with Staffing Committee. 
 

d) Note minutes of meeting held on 10th October 2024 - 
 
ACTION – Noted  

 
227.10 PLANNING COMMITTEE – Since the last full Council meeting, the Committee have held 2 planning 

meetings. Reviewed 7 applications, no objection to 6 and the other wasn’t in the Parish. 3 
applications were for work on trees. 

 
227.11 WORKING GROUP REPORTS & PROPOSALS 
 

227.11.1 Sports Pitches Working Group (SPWG) – Clerk updated that the work on the leak at KGV 
playing field has been completed. However, it looks like a new leak has come through, Prestige 
Grounds will review the area over the next few months.  

 
227.11.2 Bromley Heath Pavilion Refurbishment Working Group –. On pause until King George V 
Pavilion is completed. Funding set aside. 
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227.11.3 Christmas Lighting Working Group – The replacement lights have been ordered and 
agreed to the £2,250 quote from Chris Thomas. Clerk has advertised the switch on date and time in 
the November Downend Voice. Microphone has been ordered. 

 
227.11.4 Downend Partnership Meeting – No recent meeting held to report on. 
 
227.11.5 Local Climate & Nature Action Plan Working Group – The working group shared the 
LCNAP Pollinators plan, the Councillors held discussions.  
Suggested to adopt a graded approach to football pitch, Clerk to speak to Brad. If Brad is in 
agreement, Parish will adopt the plan.  
Proposed Wildflower meadow adjacent to skate park, Councillors discussed & agreed.  
Free tree scheme, rolling out in Jan 2025 to launch community nature reserve project. Will use 
Downend Voice to advertise & seek volunteers.  
 
227.11.6 Staffing Committee - Covered above in 227.9.3 c) ACTION 
 

227.12  REVIEW WORKING GROUP MATTERS AND NEW ISSUES – None 
  
227.13  SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL  

 
4.99% proposed increase in Council Tax. Discussed impacts with proposed precept increase with in 
D&BH Parish Council. Agreed precept has not increased for several years and that increase should 
be reviewed. 
  

227.14 COUNCILLORS CONCERNS 
 
Wallace & Gromit trail next summer 2025. D&BH Parish Council have been Invited to be part again 
this year, concluded that it would be too expensive to join this year. Local businesses to be consulted 
if they wish to be involved at their own costs. Information packs to be obtained. 
Childrens poster competition to be launched in the future to create an emblem for the LCNAP. 

  
 
  
Chairman        Date  
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Appendix 1  
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Appendix 2  
 
 

 
 
 
 


